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I never grew discouraged because I knew 
that my cause was just, and I was always 

in good company. – Susan B. Anthony

  Thank you to my dear 
friends AND collaborators

Jacquelyn L. Boggess
Lisa Graves

Robert McChesney
John Nichols
David Pate

Matthew Rothschild
Martin Scanlan

Melissa K. Scanlan
Inger L. Stole.

Important! A very cool book 
entitled Dollarocracy by 
Robert McChesney and John 
Nichols inspired this little 
fable. Read it! 

ZUCKER DESIGN



   a fable can illuminate the moral issues of our time
awakening a deeper, more distinct  
  understanding of social injustices
      and challenge many of societies deepest assumptions.



A shiny house once 
stood on a hill. People 
came from far and near 
to play in its beautiful 
garden and hear of its 
inspiring ideals.



       As it had always been... 
   two citizens were elected by
the people to watch over the house.   
The elected ones filled the house  
with trinkets and gold and  
 put a large lock on its tall gate.

One day, a sly fox knocked at the gate. 
  The fox persuaded the elected ones
to join him in an alliance. 
 In exchange for gold coins, 
the fox coordinated secret favors 
with nearby merchants.



  Lurking in the shadows, the swindling fox gathered 
the merchant’s coins and secret favors 
   and delivered them through the back door of the shiny house 
and quietly fled into the darkness. 
      And before long, every drawer in the house was filled 
            with bribery, indulgences, and plunder. 

  An argument irrupted between the elected ones. 
    One made his way to the right side of the house 
while the second stood at the left. 
  The elected ones spent most of their days 
      smearing each other with insult and disgust. 
And all the while, behind closed doors, the fox and the
         merchants implemented their secret assault.



      A debate was called, people gathered to share in the discussion. 
   But the people were not allowed in the locked gate. Only the fox and 
the merchants got in. And a sign above the gate read: 
   “Favors in exchange for coins.” 
 Days, weeks and finally months went by and the merchants influence 
inside the house grew larger and their voices louder.  

And before long, the shiny house 
turned gray and its garden brown.  

And sadly, those inside knew nothing of 
the people who stood outside its locked gate.



But the people 
remained committed 

and continued to gather. 
“All are welcome!” 

 Their voices hailed. 
With mounting 

determination, the people 
locked arms, marched 

through the gate 
and reclaimed 
their house. 

  And before long, all secret favors were revealed, 
the voice of the merchants silenced and once again, all were welcome. 
...and the shiny house shined again and its gardens
      bloomed and everyone stopped and stared in wonder.
              The End



There are many places to plug into the movement for democracy, 
justice, peace, and a preserved planet. Here are just a few:

350.org
ACLU, aclu.org
AFL-CIO, aflcio.org
Black Agenda Report, blackagendareport.com
Capital Times of Madison, madison.org
Center for Family Policy and Practice   www.cffpp.org
Center for Constitutional Rights, ccrjustice.org
Center for Economic and Policy Research, cepr.net
Center for Responsive Politics, opensecrets.org
Economic Policy Institute, epi.org
Fight for $15 and a Union, facebook.com/15andaunion
Free Press, freepress.net
Greenpeace, greenpeace.org
In These Times magazine, inthesetimes.com
Midwest Environmental Activist,  midwestadvocates.org
Institute for Policy Studies, ips.org-dc.org
Brennan Center for Justice, www.brennancenter.org
Institute for Women’s Policy Research, iwpr.org
Monthly Review, monthlyreview.org
ColorOfChange.org, colorofchange.org
Money Out, Voters In, moneyoutvotersin.org
Move to Amend, movetoamend.org
Ms. Magazine, msmagazine.com
Project Girl, projectgirl.org
NAACP, naacp.org
The Nation magazine, thenation.com.
National Education Association, nea.org.
The Progressive magazine/
Center for Media and Democracy, progressive.org, prwatch.org.
Public Citizen, citizen.org.
Service Employees International Union, seiu.org.
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign, wisdc.org

Action List 
Vote! Democracy is not a 
spectator sport
Get involved! For a 
constitutional amendment 
to overturn “Citizens United”
Fight corporate media! Airtime 
for candidates not billionaires! 
Money out of politics!
Elections are not for sale! 
Fair representation! 
No more gerrymandering!  
Grassroots voices! Support 
public and community media
Make art! Change the world


